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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF NEW ZEALAND BRIDGE INCORPORATED 

WILL BE HELD 
AT THE WELLINGTON BRIDGE CLUB  

17 TINAKORI ROAD WELLINGTON  
AT 10:00 AM ON SATURDAY 13TH JUNE 2026 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome  
  

2. Roll Call & Apologies 
  

3. Confirmation of Minutes 2025 AGM held 14th June 2025 
  

4. Annual Report for the 12 months ended 31st December 2025 
  

5. Performance Report for the 12 months ended 31st December 2025 
  

6. Appointment of Auditor 
  

7. Remit from New Zealand Bridge Board  
 In accordance with rule 3.4 of the Constitution the Board proposes the 

appointment of Allan Morris to the roll of honour of NZ Bridge Inc. 
  

8. General Business (2 Items - Detail on page following this Notice of Meeting) 
 1 – Warkworth Bridge Club / 2 – Hutt Bridge Club  
  

 

Alister C Stuck  
National Secretary 
1 May 2026 
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Warkworth Bridge Club  

We wish to have documented the late delivery of Teaching Material negatively 

impacted our teachers. Clearer and more accurate availability of resources would 

have been appreciated. 

1. We understand that it is the intention of NZB to have the latest teaching 

material behind a firewall/paywall. 

We would like to know what restrictions, if any, NZB wish to impose on clubs 

regarding holding the teaching material on their own websites or via a link to 

NZB. 
 

2. NZB have run intermediate online lessons. The slide shows used are not 

available on the NZB website under lesson resources. Can these please be 

made readily available to club teachers in the same way as the beginner 

lesson material. 

 

Thank you for considering these matters. 

 

Hutt Bridge Club 

One stated purpose of New Zealand Bridge is to "improve player engagement and 

participation". (NZ Bridge 2025 Constitution Section 1.4 page 5) 

Further, "the tikanga or culture of NZ Bridge is based on inclusivity, respect, and 

consultation". (NZ Bridge 2025 Constitution Section 1.6 page 6) 

To better achieve this purpose the Hutt Bridge Club, ask NZ Bridge to provide 

increased leadership to improve accessibility and reduce the burden on people 

requiring accommodations to play. 
 

We would like NZ Bridge to: 

▪ set expectations with clubs that accessibility accommodations should be 

supported and encouraged. Examples start with tournament planning, and 

include access to seating, seating rights, sorting hands, and use of alternative 

bidding methods such as bidding boxes or vivid pens. 

▪ promote the use of bidding boxes to the wider membership to help minimise 

player resistance. 

▪ ensure that tournaments run by NZ Bridge are an exemplar of an inclusive 

and accessible event where all members are encouraged to participate rather 

than a few being penalised with, for example, an additional $80 per day fee 

for a caddy to sort cards. 

▪ to help all clubs plan and organise tournaments NZ Bridge could provide a 

new dialogue box for the NZ Bridge online tournament entry form, so that 

when players enter tournaments, they can pass their accommodation 

requirements at this time.  
 

This would better support the club's ability to plan the tournament, as well as 

improving tournament engagement and participation. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF NZ BRIDGE 
INC 

Commencing at 10am on Saturday 14 June 2025 in person at the 

Wellington Bridge Club and via a zoom link up for Delegates 

remoting in. 

 

Welcome  

Allan welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open.  

He then handed over to Alister & Sam to conduct the roll call and list the apologies. 

 

Participating 

 

NZ Bridge Board  

Allan Morris (Chair), Anne Barrowclough, Sam Coutts, John Skipper, Peter Newell & 

Sue Brown (Online). 

 

Officers of NZ Bridge  

Alister Stuck, National Secretary, Mel Auld, Marketing Manager & Bridget Willcox 

Manager Major Events & Congress 

 

Authorised Delegates – In Person 

Charles Colpham  (Upper Hutt) 

Hugh Wolfensohn  (Waikanae) 
 

Authorised Delegates  –  Online  

Alison Brown  Oamaru Jane Stearns  Paihia 

Mike Newton  Tauranga Graham Potter Havelock North 

Kay Nicholas  Timaru Teresa Thorn Taradale) 

Mairi Fitzsimons  Hastings Christine Kerr Otago 

Lindsay Browne Napier   
 

NZ Bridge Personnel Representing Clubs 

John Skipper (Christchurch)  
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Authorised Proxies 

Alister Stuck (Royle Epsom) 

 

Observers 

Chris Farrow, Julie Bunnel, Claudia Duncan & Nick Saunders 

 

Apologies  

Angela Royle, Kate Terry, New Plymouth BC & Wanaka BC 

 

Moved – "That the Apologies be accepted." 
 

(Jane Stearns / Sue Brown)      CARRIED 

 

Minutes of the 2024 AGM 

Moved: – "That the Minutes of the 2024 AGM as previously circulated, and subject 

to two minor corrections be adopted." 
 

(Mike Newton/ Jane Stearns)      CARRIED 

 

Matters Arising 

Nil 

 

Annual Report for 9 months ended 31 December 2024 

Allan summarised the Annual Report which was previously circulated. 
 

Moved – "That the Annual Report for the 9 months ended 31 December 2025 be 

adopted." 
 

(Allan Morris / Sam Coutts)       CARRIED 

 

Audited Performance Report 

Sue Brown presented the audited performance report for the 9 months ended 31 

December 2024 and worked through a number of key points. 

 

Moved – "That the audited Performance Report for the year ended 31 December 

2024 as presented be adopted." 
 

(Sue Brown/ Hugh Wolfensohn)      CARRIED 

 

Matter Arising 

Delegates raised with the Board the financial deficits and sought assurances from 

the Board that steps were being taken to reverse this trend. 

 

Sue Brown responded and shared that the current year's budget while not yet 

finalised was being reworked to achieve break even or a small deficit at worst. 
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The Delegates suggested and the Board members present agreed that a 5-year 

forecast and plan was needed. The Board undertook to attend to this hand have it 

completed and shared by the end of November 2025. 

 

Appointment of Auditor 

Moved – "That Paul Hangartner be appointed as Honorary Auditor." 
 

(Jane Stearns/Alison Brown)      CARRIED 

 

Remit from the NZ Bridge Board 
 

Proposed changes to the NZ Bridge Constitution 

Ann Barrowclough led this segment and outlined the reasons for the following 

changes that were proposed to the Constitution. 
 

1. that the following paragraph be removed from clause 1.4  
 

On removal of NZ Bridge from the Register of Incorporated Societies having 

its surplus assets distributed under subpart 5 of Part 5 of the Act to a Member 

or other body that is a not-for-profit entity.  
 

2. That Clause 10.3 which currently reads: 
 

On the liquidation or removal from the Register of Incorporated Societies of 

NZ Bridge, its surplus assets — after payment of all debts, costs and liabilities 

— shall be vested in some other organisations or bodies with similar objects 

to NZ Bridge, or for some other charitable purpose. 

However, in any resolution under this rule, NZ Bridge may approve a different 

distribution to a different not-for-profit entity from that specified above, so long 

as NZ Bridge complies with this Constitution and the Act in all other respects. 

Be replaced with: 
 

On winding up or dissolution of the organisation any surplus funds or assets 

shall not be paid or distributed to any members or individuals but shall be:  

• applied to a purpose in line with the organisation's objects, or  

• given or transferred to another not-for-profit sporting organisation or a 

registered charity. 

 

3. that the following paragraph be added to Clause 11. 
 

No addition to, deletion from or alteration of the organisation’s rules shall be 

made which would allow personal financial gain to any individuals. The 

provisions and effect of this clause shall not be removed from this document 

and shall be included and implied into any document replacing this document. 
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Moved – "That the NZ Bridge Constitution last revised on 13 August 2024 be 

replaced with the document dated 14 June 2025 including the amended wording to 

clauses 1.4, & 10.3 and the addition of a paragraph to clause 11 as previously 

circulated, so as to effect registration under the Incorporated Societies Act of 2022." 
 

(Anne Barrowclough/Sam Coutts)      CARRIED 

 

Retiring Board Members 

The meeting noted that Anne Barrowclough and Allan Morris would retire from the 

board at the end of 2025 at which time they will have completed 3x 3-year terms of 

office. A vote of thanks was proposed and the contribution of both acknowledged by 

the Delegates. 

 

General Business  

No formal items of General Business were lodged by due date. 

 

Closure 

There being no further business Allan thanked everyone for attending the meeting 

and for their participation and closed the formal part of the meeting at 10.50am. 

At the conclusion of the formal segment participants were invited to stay for informal 

discussions, which a number elected to do.  
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Chairperson's Report 

Year ended 31 December 2025 

General 

Another eventful year for New Zealand Bridge and the game within our community. 

In 2024 we approved a new constitution, but we were then required to make 

changes to comply with the requirements of Inland Revenue. The changes were 

approved in May and the amended constitution lodged with the authorities. 

This report and attached performance statement are for the period ending 31 

December 2025. 

 

Financial 

At last year’s AGM members requested the preparation of a 5-year budget. This was 

signed off by the Board in December with clubs and regions duly briefed. Members 

were concerned we were running an operating deficit which was not sustainable. 
 

The Marketing Manager resigned which has reduced our personnel costs as there 

are no current plans to replace her. The numbers attending congress were greater 

than forecast, resulting in an uplift in revenue. Also, we experienced an increase in 

the number of people playing in tournaments. Many events were booked out, which 

was pleasing. 
 

In April changes to the affiliation fee took effect, with a further uplift in 2026. 

All the above improved our financial performance with the organization finishing the 

year in the black, the first time in the last 3 years. 

 

Changes 

Through the year we implemented some structural changes, preparing the 

organization for the future. Matthew McManus was appointed head director, Julie 

Atkinson as chair of the Fair Play Committee. 
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We are focused on reducing poor behaviour. This is a personal responsibility, and 

we expect players to do their part. Education is our best tool and will help us retain 

players. 

 

Congress 

After a great deal of research, we shifted Congress to Palmerston North. We know 

there was some skepticism about the decision, but the response was overwhelming 

with record numbers in attendance. We have every reason to believe there will be a 

new record set in 2026. 
 

We were delighted to welcome 70 players from Australia. 

In 2025 we changed the format with the New Zealand teams playing first. The 

rationale for the change is that the teams are our premier event, and we wanted to 

celebrate the winners. In the past we concluded Congress with the teams, with only 

a few people remaining to share in the celebration. This year we had a full room 

which was exciting. 
 

Once again, the quiz night was well supported as was the fancy dress. 

In 2026 we have arranged space at the Distinction Hotel which will give us additional 

capacity to facilitate more players and is closer to the Conference Centre than the 

Bridge Club.  
 

As a lead-up to Congress the Regional Championships were played, with Wellington 

and Central Districts taking the Dougal McLean trophy. In 2026 we will see a change 

with the round robin played online in May. In November as a lead up to Congress a 

play-off of the top two teams in every section will take place. 

 

Website 

We were unable to complete this project in the current year. Nevertheless, we are 

now on track for testing to begin in the first quarter of 2026. It is important we get this 

right as it is central to our operations.  
 

Interestingly the WBF recently conducted a global survey of NBO’s (National Bridge 

Organizations) and without exception there was a call for improved technology to 

manage the demands of the game.  
 

Additionally, it will provide the platform to build a grading and handicapping system 

which has been part of our long-term plans. 

 

Toolkit 

An initiative started in late 2024 gained momentum in 2025 with over 80 templates in 

the toolbox which is on the website. 
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Lesson Material 

We missed our target of having material available for lessons in 2025. The extra time 

has, however, allowed testing. Material has now been printed and is now available 

for clubs and teachers. 
 

To help clubs the lessons booklets will be made available at no cost to clubs. 

Teachers are being kept up to date via the teaching and learning ‘What’s-App’ 

Group. 

 

International 

In March we sent a representative team to China for the APBF and a team to  

Denmark for the 47th World Team Championships. 
 

For a small country we should be very proud that we have players competing at the 

highest level. Matthew Brown and Michael Whibley winning the HCL Bridge 

Championship in India for the second year running. Michael Whibley being a 

member of the team that won the Soloway teams in the USA. Both events are 

prestigious events with representation from the elite of the elite. Deb Smith won an 

online event for women for the second year running. 
 

In December we announced the appointment of Tom Jacob as our national coach. 

We are focused on preparing our international teams to perform to the best of their 

ability, and to increase the depth of players capable of performing well in 

international events.  

 

People 

The success of our game at all levels is dependent upon the contribution made by a 

lot of people- club and regional committees, teachers, directors and scorers, 

caddies, our regular radio hosts and panelists, the Foundation, standing committees 

and advisers, tournament scheduler, and dedicated staff. 
 

To everyone involved in our Game a very large thanks. 

 

 

Service and Financial Performance Reports 

follow at end. 
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NATIONAL TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

2025 
  
 

New Zealand Teams Michael Cornell - Ashley Bach 
Peter Newell - Martin Reid 
Tony Nunn - Paul Dalley 

  

New Zealand Restricted Teams Aaron Starr - Rob Davies 
Bigi Cameron - Emma Russell 

  

New Zealand Intermediate Teams Bridget O'Brien - Jessie Pelenato 

Jane Walders - Tina Sims 

  

New Zealand Pairs Peter Newell - Martin Reid 

  

New Zealand Restricted Pairs Rob Davies - Aaron Starr  

  

New Zealand Intermediate Pairs Alexandria Meyer - Alex Shan 

  

New Zealand Junior Pairs Peter Foster - Paul Taggart 

  

Novice Pairs  Pamela Bryan - Jo Rosier  
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NZ Open Swiss Pairs Andrew Braithwaite - Arjuna 
Delivera 

  

NZ Restricted Swiss Pairs Alex Shan - Alexandria Meyer  

 

NZ Senior Swiss Pairs Patrick Carter - Julie Atkinson 

  

NZ Intermediate Swiss Pairs Leah Andrews - Anna Powell 

  

NZ Junior Swiss Pairs Murray Lobb - Craig Jackson 

  

Congress Open Teams  Mike Doecke - David Wiltshire 
Andrew Spooner - Onno Eskes 

  

Congress Restricted Teams Chris Woods - Lee Miller 
Lee McDonald - Andrew Hudson 

  

Congress Senior Teams Pam Tibble - Sue Southen  
Ian Southen - Kelvin Tibble  
Jane Morris 

  

Congress Intermediate Teams Bridget O'Brien - Jessie Pelenato 
Jane Walders - Tina Sims 

  

Congress Junior Teams Craig Jackson - Murray Lobb 
Joanne Anson - Vivienne Gray 

  

Congress Open Swiss Pairs Timothy Schumacher - Fraser Rew  

  

Congress Intermediate Swiss Pairs Freddie Chan - Ross Longney 

  

Congress Junior Swiss Pairs Murray Lobb - Vivienne Gray  

 

  
 

Awards & Trophies 2025 
  

Dan Gifford Rubber Bridge Malcolm Mayer - Tom Jacob 

  

Baden Wilson Female - Liz Fisher 
Male - Blair Fisher 
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WINNERS OF REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

TEAMS 
 

Palmy Conference and Function Centre Palmerston North 

6th & 7th November 2025 

 

Open  

Wellington 

Chef de Mission – Ross Quayle  

Peter Newell, Martin Reid 

Alan Grant, Anthony Ker 

  

Women  

Canterbury 

Chef de Mission – John Skipper 

Shirley Newton, Margaret Burgess 

Sue Southern, Pam Tibble 

  

Senior  

Auckland / Northland 

Chef de Mission – Grant Jarvis 

Jonathan Westoby, Grant Jarvis 

Barry Palmer, Neil Stuckey 

  

Intermediate  

Central Districts 

Chef de Mission – Colin Carryer 

Murray Carter, Martin Berry  

Annette Weaver, Audrey Young 

 

Dougal MacLean Trophy  

Joint Winners Central Districts & Wellington 

 

 
 













Mission:
maintain the standards of the game throughout New Zealand.

Goal:

To reach 15,000 club members by March 2027

There has been a decrease of 34 members in 2025.

Region
No. of
Clubs
2025

No. of
Clubs
 2024

Members
2025

Members
2024

Change
2024-2025

Auckland/Northland 21 21 3,157 3,112 +45
Waikato 22 23 2,035 1,996 +39
Central Districts 17 17 1,760 1,799 -39
Wellington 12 12 1,928 1,955 -27
Top of the South 10 10 809 820 -11
Canterbury 11 11 1,671 1,716 -45
Otago/Southland 15 16 1,388 1,384 +4
TOTAL 108 110 12,748 12,782 -34

There are many players that belong – and play at – more than one club.  These gures only
count the home memberships so that no player is counted more than once.

These members are made up of the following grades:

Auckland/Northland
25%

Waikato
16%

Central Districts
14%

Wellington
15%

Top of the South
6%

Canterbury
13%

Otago/Southland
11%

NUMBER OF MEMBERS



TOURNAMENTS

Tournaments and Congresses are run throughout New Zealand and are an important way for
players to improve their bridge, experience tournament play and meet other bridge players.
Tournaments are available every weekend of the year and there are many that cater to the
intermediate or junior player.

Tournament Type1 Dec 25 % of
Total

Dec 24 % of
Total

Pairs 337 73% 287 75%

Swiss Pairs 55 12% 38 10%

Teams 65 14% 54 14%

Sixes 2 1% 2 1%

TOTAL 459 381

Grade1 2 Dec 25 % of
Total

Dec 24 % of
Total

Open 250 54% 195 51%

Restricted Open 5 2% 7 2%

Intermediate 96 21% 81 21%

Junior 66 14% 57 15%

Novice 9 2% 8 2%

Restricted 27 6% 26 7%

Ladies 2 .4% 2 1%

Mixed - 0% 1 0%

Senior 2 .4% 2 1%

Sixes 2 .4% 2 1%

TOTAL 459 381

1,047

4,230

7,505

8.2% 33.1% 58.7%
0
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2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000
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Dec 25 % of
Total

Dec 24 % of
Total

Face to Face 441 96% 360 95%

Online 12 3% 16 4%

Cancelled 6 1% 5 1%

TOTAL 459 381
Notes:

1   As the year ending December 2024 is only 9 months compared to the current year which
was a full 12, the numbers of tournaments are not comparable, so percentages have been
used to provide a comparison.

2  Intermediate/Junior have been categorized as Intermediate.

One session charity tournaments have been excluded.

CONGRESS

Every year New Zealand Bridge holds a bridge congress over eight days.  This was held in
September/October for the previous three years in the Mt Maunganui Mercury Arena – TECT

Centre.   The player numbers were much higher than expected and planned for and Palmy
Conference Centre was not big enough so over ow events all week were held at the
Palmerston North Bridge Club.

645 players played at the congress held in September 2024 and 812 in November 2025 – an
increase of 167 players.

The “Ever Presents”

Gary Hannah, Lorraine
Stachurski, Patrick Carter and
Geo  Thompson
all 39 NZ Bridge Congresses – and
they’re planning to be back in
Palmy next year for the 40th.



INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

are held.

Year to December 2025

Paci c Bridge Championships (APBF) held in Hefei, China, in May.  New Zealand sent three
teams – Open, Women and Mixed.

APBF Open Team:

Ashley Bach and Nick Jacob, Jeremy Fraser-Hoskin and Zachary Yan, and Tim Pan and Lysandra
Zheng.

APBF Women’s Team:

Carol Richardson and Andi Boughey, Candice Smith and Kinga Hajmasi and Kate Terry and Mindy Wu.

The Women’s Team at Hefei

Mixed Team:

Liz and Blair Fisher, Ian Berrington and Fuxia Wen and Jan Alabaster and Graham Tu nell.



The Open Team were 8th out of 13 teams, the Women’s Team were 6th out of 9 teams and the
Mixed Team were 5th out of 10 teams.

NZ Bridge sent four teams to t - the World Bridge Games
held in Herning, Denmark, in August.

Open Team:

Graeme Tu nell.

Mixed Team:

Jan Cormack and Leon Meier, Pam Livingston and Michael Ware and Tim Pan and Lysandra
Zheng.

Senior’s Team:

Patrick Carter and Julie Atkinson, Dwayne Crombie and Neil Stuckey and GeO Tislevoll and
Mike Cornell.

Women’s Team:

Carol Richardson and Andi Boughey, Jenna Gibbons and  and Jane Lennon
and Jan Alabaster.

pen Team were 22nd, the Mixed Team
were 15th  the Women’s Team were 14th and the Senior’s Team were 24th.

Nine Months to December 2024

The 16th World Bridge Games were held in Buenos Aires,
 October 2024 and New Zealand selected teams in

the Open, Women, Mixed and Senior Categories.

Open Team:

Mixed Team:

Liz Fisher, Blair Fisher, Julie Atkinson, Patrick Carter, Jenny Millington, Barry Jones

Senior Team:

Anne Somerville, Murat Genc, Jane Skipper, John Skipper, Alan Grant, Richard Solomon



The Open Team came 11th the Women’s Team came 15th, the Mixed Team
came 13th and the Senior Team came 18th.

Women’s Team:

Linda Cartner, Glenis Palmer, Kate Terry,

Gibbons






























