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Paraparaumu Bridge Club Inc

1 Brett Ambler way

PO Box 1605, Paraparaumu Beach 5032

Phone:  298 4014    Email:  paraparaumubridge@clear.net.nz 

Please note the change in our
street address. The Box
 number is still our postal 
address.
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Coming Events
Horowhenua – Kapiti

interclub Sunday 30 March.

Waikanae – Paraparaumu

interclub Sunday 13th April
Parking Problems

Every time there is a problem

 it is on a day when there is an 

event at the Community 

Centre. These events 

usually start at 9 am. Every time 

it happens, we contact the 

Council to no effect. Please be
 aware that if we make too 
much fuss, as we own our 
building, we may be asked to

 pay for more parking.

Please try to be creative 

about this. Share transport

when possible. Move your car

if space becomes  available.

Do you think we should

 consider starting morning

sessions at  9am?

Alternatively get there before 9am

and go and have a coffee or 
change your library book.

Suggestion book
Nothing this month – hooray!

However we welcome comment/ suggestions and  ideas for implementing these are always welcome as are offers of help.

Membership

We have 219 members but this may change. This time last year it was 215.  We are contacting members who have not paid their subscription as we do not wish to be paying unnecessary capitation fees.  We are sorry that Clarice Lochead, a long standing member of the club who was, for years our raffle lady, is no longer able to come to the club. She will be missed.
Good Bridging to you all.

Jennette Newport

Dales Tips (5)
To finesse or not to finesse, that is the question.

When we learn the game we are soon shown that it is better to lead towards A Q and insert the Q.  This at least gives the Q about a 50% chance of winning a trick when the K is onside.  Much better than the near 100% loss to the K if you lead the Ace followed by the Q.  However having learnt this miraculous technique it continues to get applied whenever a ten-ace situation arises.  This quite often leads to unnecessary loss of tricks.

Top players will do everything possible to not take a finesse.  They will look for other ways to improve the odds of success over 50%.  Take this example at a recent club session.  The end game in 4 spades looked like this, lead in the North hand, no other trumps out.


North



South
S 
Q, J



10
H
8, 7



A,Q, 9
C
10, 8, 6



A, K, 5

At this stage there is a likely Club loser and a heart loser if the K is with West, but no heart loser if it is with East.  Many players will take the Heart finesse and are disappointed when the K pops up with West.  Although this had a 50% chance of success there is a better way to garner that elusive extra trick.  Play A, K of clubs first, you never know the Q, J may show up doubleton.  If they don’t, play another round of Clubs with the hope that West wins with the Q.  West is then end played, either having to lead into the Heart A, Q or giving a ruff with 10S and discard of a Heart in the North hand.  This was actually what happened.  Even if East wins the trick the Heart finesse can still be taken.  Overall this play has increased the chances of the extra trick from 50% to in excess of 75%.

In some situations the card to finesse needs to be considered.  Consider this layout.

Trumps

J
opposite
9
Off suit

7, 6, 4
opposite
A, Q, 9

To get maximum tricks lead towards the A, Q, 9 and cover whatever Left hand opponent plays, ie 9 if they play low or Q if they play J or 10.  If right hand opponent wins then they will need to lead into your off suit for two tricks to you or give you a ruff and discard.  Whatever, you win two tricks.  If you finesse the Q first round and it loses to the K then you will probably only win one trick.

Although ostensibly a finesse is a 50% proposition there is a need to consider the bidding.  If an opponent has opened the bidding 1 No trump and your side ends up in a contract with 14 points in each hand, it is pointless finessing into the opponents hand that has bid, it is 100% certainty that it will lose.  Similarly keep an eye on the number of points an opposing player has played.  If they have shown up with 9 or 10 points and didn’t bid in the auction, then there is a good chance they do not hold the missing K you are looking for.

Finally, don’t forget the double finesse.  Holding 5, 4, 2, opposite A, J, 10 the best chance for two tricks, with no other information, is to lead twice towards the A, J, 10, inserting the 10 the first time and the J the second time.  This gives a 75% chance of making two tricks.

Happy Bridging

.

NEWSLETTER NO 3 March 2014


Things you need to know


Recent Tournament. Congratulations to all who were involved in organising this and helping in any way. There has been so much positive feedback including a posting on Facebook. Paraparaumu has always had a good reputation and this is thanks to all, past and present, who work so hard to make it happen. Thank you Marie Groves for helping the team who are new to the job.


Finance. Things have been changing with the processes we use and there have been a few teething problems. However now they are in place it will help the way we manage our Finances. The collection of table money now works really well providing the little slips are filled in with the date, the number of tables the number of MSTs and vouchers and the cash collected. Thank you to all those who have helped with this; also to members who are paying cash paying with gold coins. The committee have decided to persevere with the current process. We do listen to your feed back!


MSTs There have been one or two problems mainly due to the banking system between banks for payments on line. The treasurer assures me that the average time from ordering to getting them should be five working days. Please try to plan ahead. If you do have a problem please telephone Murray, 905 3399, and he will do his best to help.


Building Maintenance. Our Building Manager, Ian, has prepared a draft plan for future needs so that money for this can be put aside.


Fire Drill As we have not had one for some years it was necessary to make sure that all processes are in place should we need to evacuate the building in an emergency? Some issues arose which will be attended to. Thank you again to Ian for organising it all and to the Directors for their co-operation.


Purchase of new chairs We have collected a lot of information and Francie Vagg has kindly agreed to collate all this, possibly research other options and put forward a recommendation. It is then up to the committee to come up with ways to finance this so a proposal can be put to the AGM as agreed.


The club will once again be selling The Entertainment Book for those members interested and these will be available at the club for the week beginning the 7th of April.  We understand there will be a greater number of Kapiti businesses taking part. We have allocated packs for all those who purchased a book last year so you can take a copy home to look at and there will be other copies to look through. There is no obligation to buy but they are a good deal at $60.00. There is also a digital version available that can be downloaded on your smart phone.


Jane McArthur will be responsible for the book so please contact Jane.
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Jane





























My kindest regards to you all


Jennette Newport



































