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Paraparaumu Bridge Club Inc

Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu
PO Box 1605, Paraparaumu Beach 5032

Phone:  298 4014    Email:  paraparaumubridge@clear.net.nz 


Any contributions to this 
Newsletter from members are 
Welcome.
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Coming events
Babich pairs

Friday November 8    

The fish and chip option has been

 cancelled through lack of interest

Quiz night

10 November
this has been

organised by John Barton.

Jane is in charge of teams. 
See the notice on the board. 

More teams still needed.
Horowhenua/Kapiti Interclub
at Paraparaumu 10 November

An Open players team is still

needed.
Successful events
Congratulations to those 

members who have done well
in tournaments recently
AGM 18 NOVEMBER 7.30 PM
Come and have your say in the

management of the club.
See the information about chair

replacement on Page 4.
If you know of Club members
who are sick or in hospital, 
please tell Anna Kennett, or any
other committee member.
Dale’s Tips
Dale’s Tips
The auction has ended and you are on lead.  What now?

Someone has calculated that each time the defence leads a new suit it costs a half trick, i.e. one in two times it costs a trick.  The opening lead is even more risky as you are leading blind and the only information to go on is the bidding.  So it is imperative to find as safe a lead as possible.  First, looking where partner has not bid.

Against suit contracts try and find leads from sequences, particularly in suits not bid by the opponents.   In this case lead top of the sequence.  Underlined in the following examples.
AK(Qxx),  KQJ(xx), QJ10(xx), J109(xx).  If you have an internal sequence lead the top of that sequence.  KJ10(xx), Q109(xx).  You wouldn’t normally lead the Q from AQJ as you will likely give away a trick to the K in declarer’s hand.

If you don’t hold any reasonable sequences then you need to try and find the less risky lead possible.  Some leads to avoid if possible:
Don’t lead singleton Kings and Queens, (never if trumps) as declarer may finesse into your hand.  Even think twice before leading singleton Jacks.
Leads of doubletons usually lead to disaster, as it often sets up declarer’s or dummy’s side suit.  This is also often the case with singleton leads.  
If you have to lead from a suit with an unsupported Ace, usually best to lead the Ace – it’s rather embarrassing when declarer wins with a singleton king!

In no-trump contracts it is a race between declarer and the defence to set up winning tricks.  In this case you may be prepared to give away a trick with the lead in order to set up a suit.  Good leads are as for the sequences above, but if you hold AQJx(x) the Q could be a good lead, particularly if you hold a likely outside entry.  In this case you give declarer a trick with the King, but have the prospect of taking enough tricks in the suit plus other winner(s) to beat the contract.
If you do not hold a sequence then 4th best of your longest and strongest suit, as long as it is not one bid by declarer or dummy, is probably best, which allows partner to apply the rule of 11 to help with their decision making.

Things are a lot easier if partner has bid a suit.  Against suit contracts singleton and top of doubleton leads of partner’s suit are good leads, as are tops of any sequences you may hold.  Where you hold three or more cards to an honour it is a matter of partnership understanding whether to lead the honour or the lowest card.  My preference is to lead the lowest card where declarer’s bidding has indicated the stronger hand and the honour where dummy’s bidding indicates the stronger values.

Against no trump contracts usually lead partner’s suit.  An exception is where you hold a strong suit of your own, such as KQJ10x(x).  Maybe also think twice about leading singletons (or even doubletons) of partners suit where declarer has bid no trumps strongly over partners bid.

Next time we will look at trump opening leads.
ALERTING by Tony Staniford
With the introduction of the new system cards by NZ Bridge questions have been raised about what bids should be alerted.

 A bidding system in bridge is the set of agreements and understandings assigned to calls and sequences of calls used by a partnership, and includes a full description of each treatment and convention. By the rules of the game, the agreed meanings of all calls must be public and known to the opponents.

 The rules of alerting are explained in the definition to the rules and more fully by Rule 40B2(a), 20F5(a), and 16B1(a) and even more fully in the Alerting Policy in the NZ Bridge manual.

 Basically any bid which means what it says: e.g. 1 heart meaning at least 12 points and four hearts, does not need to be alerted. These sorts of bids are called natural as they convey a willingness to play in that suit and indicate strength.  As ACOL is the most commonly used system at the club certain standard bids which do not mean what they say: e.g., 2 clubs or Stayman do not need to be alerted.  But departures from the norm do – e.g. Strong 2 diamonds and the negative 2 hearts response.

 Bids from other systems also need alerting: for instance the multi two clubs and diamonds.     
 The important part is to remember that your opponents should not be disadvantaged by the nature of your bidding. They should be made fully aware of what you mean. There are serious penalties for misinformation.
***************************************************************************
AMENDMENTS to Alerting regulations May 2013 -this is now called “Announcing”.
The partner of a person who makes a 1C and natural 1NT opening bids shall promptly alert the opponents by announcing their system agreement. It is not enough to say it is ACOL. With a 1C opening the number of clubs should be stated – i.e. “2 Plus”, “3 Plus” “4 plus” etc. If it means 16+ HCP’s the word “strong” and the point holding should be announced. Any other system – the word “unusual” should be used.
For Natural 1NT opening the point count should be stated i.e. “12-14”, “12-15” (or the appropriate range should be used.

Always Call the Director if necessary. Even if you know the answer it is better to have an independent ruling
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I am told that the replacement of chairs was part of the refurbishment plan agreed to at the Special General Meeting on November 19 2011. I have re-read the Minutes of that meeting and note that there were mixed views about this. I think it is important that club members give some clear direction to the incoming committee. As considerable pressure has been put on me to go ahead with this, three fundraisers have been held during the year towards the cost of new chairs. So far $1856 .00 is in this fund and there will be the proceeds of the Pub Quiz to be included. I discussed with the secretary the timing of an application of funds to a Community organisation and we decided that the timing was wrong as, if the application was successful, we would have to spend the money within three months and we have very little other funding available.
I have done some serious research into the kinds of chairs available and the cost and have come up with what I think is the best and most reasonable option which is pictured above. One of these chairs is in the clubrooms now for you to look at. The cost would be $107.00 for the chair with arms and $69.00 without arms excluding GST so we need about $10.000 for 100 chairs. They are available in two colours – black and navy but I have asked for a price for different coloured upholstery. Delivery would be free.
That’s all for this month folks.
Good Bridging
Jennette Newport
NEWSLETTER NO 10 OCTOBER 2013


Another year is drawing to a close and I have been heartened by the response to my request last month for new committee members. I say thank you to all those who have agreed to be nominated and to take on various responsibilities. Thank you also to all club members who take on the tasks of Table Convenors, Scorers, Dealers, Directors, those who teach beginners and others who contribute in so many ways. Many have agreed to continue in 2014 and new volunteers have come forward. Without you all it would be impossible to keep the club functioning and in good heart.


To those of the committee who are retiring, your hard work and dedication have been valued greatly.


There are challenges ahead. Come to the AGM and share in the decisions that need to be made if the club is to flourish in the future.


Included in this newsletter is a summary of new rules that has been on the notice board for some time. This has been requested by a member who would like to have a copy. Also Tony Staniford has provided some very clear guidelines in “alerting” that members will find helpful.


Parking. KCDC has developed a Parking plan that will come into operation on November 1.


Changes include:


2 hour parking in Iver Trask Place and Ngahina street  will be increased to 4 hours. Parking around the Aquatic Centre will be limited to two hours. Specific areas will be restricted to parking for the Community Centre and the Bridge club and will be for four hours. The Bridge club will be allocated 2 designated parking spaces and the Community centre will have 5.


There will be no Council parking in the area opposite the Disability Centre. 


Please let me know if you encounter problems rather than approaching the Council. I am in direct communication with the person responsible.


The article in the Kapiti Observer was unsatisfactory as the maps were impossible to read. I, together with others, have complained and new maps will be printed.


Electricity. I hope that by the time you receive this newsletter our electricity supply will be back to normal.      























