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MARCH 2011 

“If I did everything right, I wouldn't be playing with you!”
	“Where's the hand you held during the auction?”
- A comment made when dummy hit the table. 
	 
	Jan Janitschke


GENERAL NEWS

Subscriptions:  Many annual subscriptions of $55.00 are overdue – as valued members we don’t want to see you lose your membership, so if you haven’t already, please pay up as soon as possible.

Beginners’ and Refresher Lessons:  We need new blood!  Spread the word among your relations and friends that beginners’ lessons started on 21 March at 7.30pm in the clubrooms.  The cost is $25.00.  Last year’s beginners can return for free.  You might as well – there are not many things free in this life!
Also, if there is enough demand, four refresher lessons will be held during May on Friday nights.  In the meantime, refresher lessons are currently being held at Waikanae on Wednesday evenings – see the noticeboard for further details.

Bridgemate Scoring System:  There have been a few technical hitches with the programme, but apart from those, the main problems continue to be those of entry errors.
PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO CHECK & DOUBLE CHECK THE PERSONAL COMPUTER NUMBERS and THE TABLE NUMBER when you enter them into the Bridgemates – nobody wants their top scores to be credited to someone else!
Also, when entering passed-in boards use the “PASS” key – do not enter “0”. 

CALL THE DIRECTOR / SCORER IF IN ANY DOUBT!

EVENTS NEWS

Intermediate Tournament:  An intermediate grade tournament was held on 6 March, attended by players from as far afield as Palmerston North and many of the Wellington clubs.  It was a successful tournament, but unfortunately none of the Paraparaumu players shone this time. Many thanks to Marion Sillick the organizer, Helen Edwards and Marion Sillick the scorers for the event, and to the many helpers in the kitchen and elsewhere.

Christchurch Earthquake Fun Tournament:  Life Members Bev Ferrier, Irene Galloway and Val Manley organized a fun tournament which was held on 19 March to raise funds to help the victims of the terrible earthquake on 22 February which affected the Christchurch region.  

There was a wonderful response to the request for help from members and approximately 35 local businesses who donated many goods and vouchers for services which were used for raffle and spot prizes.  With a full house of 24 tables it was a light-hearted afternoon thoroughly enjoyed by all who took part.  There were no official winners, but for the record, Bev Ferrier and Irene Galloway topped the field and Val Manley and her partner came second – a very appropriate result for their efforts!
A more than respectable total of $2,433.00 was raised, which will be a good contribution to help those in Christchurch who have suffered so much.

Many thanks to Bev, Irene and Val, and to all their willing helpers who helped to make the event such a success.

COMMITTEE NEWS

Continuing the theme of attracting and retaining members, the Committee is working on the production of information pamphlets to be distributed to key places such as the library and information centre, and on leaflets for letterbox drops.
To maintain a higher profile in the community an advertising campaign subsidized by local businesses has started with a half page advertisement in the latest Kapiti Observer.  The advertisement will be repeated at intervals. 
PLAY & ETIQUETTE TIPS
Dealing With Directors:
We are very lucky as a club to have playing directors who volunteer their services.  The fact that they are fellow members does not however mean that they should be treated differently to non-playing directors.  In other words, treat them with respect, listen carefully, do not argue with them, and accept their decisions.  If you disagree with a ruling, make a note of the incident and ask for a review at the end of play.
Negative (or Sputnik) Doubles:
When partner opens and Right Hand Opponent (RHO) overcalls in a suit, then a double by you is generally played as negative these days – in principle promising the two unbid suits but many players prefer to play that it just promises an unbid major. 
Look at this hand: 
	( 75
	Your partner opens 1(.  No problem. You simply bid 1( (you would not, of course, even dream of bidding 1NT and suppressing the 4 card ( suit). Unfortunately, life is not always that simple, and RHO intervenes with 1(. So what do you bid now?  You cannot support partner’s (s with a doubleton.  2( would show a 5 card suit and 11+ (or 9+ if you play a weak NT) points. The ( 

	( AJ96
	

	( Q4
	

	( 98732
	


suit is too anaemic to bid and you are not strong enough to make a forcing bid at the two level.  So 1NT? Does not seem right with a small doubleton in the opponent’s suit and with an undisclosed ( suit.  So that just leaves pass.  Now it really would be sad to sell out to 1( when you know that your side has at least 19 points.  There is no sensible solution unless you play negative (Sputnik) doubles.
So with this hand you double, and what that means is that you have 4 cards (or more) in the unbid major, so (s here.  And what are the points requirements?  Exactly the same as for 1( if there had been no overcall, so 6+.

Note that if partner then bids 2( then that is not a strength showing reverse** – in fact it is the opposite.  He is simply supporting your suit at the lowest level.

(extracted from the Pattaya Bridge Club website)

** We may talk about Reverse Bids later – Ed.
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