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Paraparaumu Bridge Club Inc

1 Brett Ambler way

PO Box 1605, Paraparaumu Beach 5032

Phone:  298 4014    Email:  paraparaumubridge@clear.net.nz 

Please note the change in our
street address. The Box
 number is still our postal 
address.
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Coming Events
Improvers’ Day

Saturday August 2nd

The programme is now on
the notice board so please
put your  names up on the
list.
Barometer pairs
Friday June 13th

come along and enjoy a 
game that is being played 

simultaneously by other 
clubs and compare the 
results.
15th June

In house tournament

Law Connection Sponsored

Pairs.

Please check the notice boards
regularly for all up to date

information. Any contributions to
 the  news letter are always
 welcome. 

There is a need for more Club Directors. Anyone who would like to do the training please let me know. The committee is willing to help to cover costs.
Lessons from the highest level!
Entscho Wiadow, 71  and Michael Elinescu, 61, won gold medals at the d’Orsi Senior bowl in September 2013 in the world Bridge Championships held in Bali, beating an American team in the final. Known as the “German Doctors” they have also achieved success in the medical profession.
Following a hearing in Texas in March this year a Special Commission, instituted by the World Bridge Federation, the German Doctors were found guilty of reprehensible conduct. They were banned for life from playing together and, individually, for 10 years from competing in a WBF event. They were also ordered to pay the costs of the inquiry.
Their offence?  According to the Commission, they communicated in an inappropriate way during the final. By way of coughing the pair - when on lead - was able to signal a shortage, if any, in one or more of the suits.

The pair was not at the Texas Hearing as they believed that American Judges ruling on a complaint when an American team lost would not be fair. An appeal by the players and the German Bridge Federation has been indicated as coughing by players was common given the humid conditions in Bali at the time. Because of the methods which have been used in the past at high level events, bidding screens are used so players cannot see their partner, and foot pads prevent players using their feet to exchange information.
Dale’s Tips
At a recent session  West, after a bit of a disaster, commented that they had a 4,4,4,1 distribution and didn’t know what to bid as opener.  I observed that I had been taught to open the suit below the singleton (playing opening with 4 card majors).  The other three at the table had not heard of this.

Hands with 4,4,4,1 distributions can be difficult to bid and often they do not play very well.  Because of this many experts consider that the hands should only be opened with a couple more points than the usual 11 or 12 that is common these days.  In particular any honours other than the ace that are held singleton should be discounted.  This indicates that such hands should only be opened with a good 13 or 14 points.  The difficulty with the hands of this type of distribution is trying to find a fit with partner or difficulty in communicating between hands in no-trump contracts so that the hands may need a couple more combined points than the 25 or 26 usually required for game.  If partner happens to respond in one of your suits then your good fortune and a fit is found.

In opening these hands none of the no-trump calls is available as the hands are not even semi balanced.  Where the hands are strong, those playing the 2D 19 to 21 points bid don’t have the 5 card suit which should be held for this bid.  Even where you can utilise the 2C bid holding 23+ points there can be difficulty in reaching the right contract at the right level.

Let’s consider the various combinations and how they might be opened.


A
B
C
D
S
1
4
4
4
H
4
1
4
4
D
4
4
1
4
C
4
4
4
1

Considering hands with point range up to 22 points.

For Hand A open 1H, the suit below the singleton.  (If playing 5 card majors need to open 1D). If partner supports Hs or bids Cs or Ds you have found a fit and proceed on that basis.  If the response is 1NT then they shouldn’t hold 4 Ss or Hs so must have 4 or more Cs or Ds.  So bid Cs at a level depending on the strength of your hand with the hope that partner will bid Ds if that is their suit. 
However If partner, as expected, responds 1S then I recommend the following.
With hands up to about 16 points bid 2C, hoping to find a fit in either Cs or Ds.  If partner rebids 2S you pass, working on the principle of passing out in a misfit at the lowest level possible.
With hands holding 17 or 18, and possibly a poor 19 points bid 1NT.  With a good 19 or 20 points bid 2NT and with 21 or 22 bid 3NT.  Note that these point ranges are a little higher than would be the case with a more balanced hand because of the likely communication problems with a hand opposite with lowish points.  Consider how many tricks are likely if partner’s points are all in Ss with holdings such as KQJ86 or AQJ86.  Not very pretty opposite your singleton!

For hand B open 1D.  If partner bids 1H then bid 1S with up to 17 points and 2S with 18+ points. If partner bids S then you are in business.  If partner bids 1NT then they must have a club suit.  In this situation I would bid 2C with 13 or 14 points, pass with 15 to 17 points, bid 3C or 2NT or 3NT depending on strength and position of high cards with 18 or more points.   Finally if partner bids 2C then assess where to go with the knowledge of minimum 10 points in their hand.  With minimum opening probably go 3C, with a strong hand bid 2S to see if partner has good H stops for NTs.

For Hand C open 1C.  If partner bids 1D then rebid 1H.  If partner supports Hs or rebids 1S you are in business, and can bid Hs or Ss to the level  represented by the strength of your hand.  If the rebid  is 1NT use the points guidance as for Hand A to decide on pass, or to bid 2NT or 3NT.  
If, horror of horrors, partner rebids  2D, then pass with up to about 19 points.  You can try NTs with 20 to 22 points, but do not have any expectations that this will do well!  If the rebid is 3D then you can feel more comfortable that there are entries to partner’s hand and NTs may play well.

For Hand D the spade suit is the one below the singleton and this could be opened with a rebid of Hs or Ds over a 2C bid.  However in this case I would tend to open 1H and then bid Ds over a 2C bid.  Partner can still bid 2S if they had a hand of 10+ points with 5 Cs and 4 Ss.  Note that with 6 to 9 points 1S should be bid.  In general if partner does not bid Ss than they do not hold 4 of the suit.  If partner rebids 2NT over your 2D then this is game invitation with 11 or 12 points.  You can then assess whether to go onto game with 15 or more points.  If you have a strong hand an alternative to bidding 2D or 3D is to bid NTs.
If partner responds 1NT, which denies holding 4 Ss, then pass with up to 16 points, bid 2NT with 17 to 19 points and 3NT with 20 to 22 points
If  playing 5 card majors then this distribution can be very difficult.  You will need to open with 1D.  Responses of 1H or 1S will be music to your ears.  However a 1NT response will not be welcome on a minimum opening hand.  (Remember you have increased your minimum for this hand to 13 or 14 points!).  In this case you are probably best to pass and hope.  With stronger hands support NTs in line with the point guidance above.
The real problem arises where your partner responds with 2C and you have a minimum opener.  In this case you are too weak to bid NT or to reverse bid in Ss or Hs.  Whatever you do you have to lie, so best to lie about the D length and bid 2D.  You never know partner might now be able to come up with a 4 card major or be able to bid 2NT or even 3NT.
With stronger hands a rebid over 2C is easier.  With 15+ points bid some level of NTs.  For stronger hands in the 20 to 22 points area reverse bid in Ss or Hs to show the strength and which is forcing to game.  In fact you are looking for a possible slam.

Now considering hands of 23+ points where the Acol 2C opening is used.  The positive response should be where at least one and a half quick tricks or 8 points are held, in which case the partnership is looking for a slam.  The bidding should be able to proceed satisfactorily until a fit is found or NTs can be bid.  However on a negative response things are not so rosy.  After 2C, 2D bids opener will no doubt bid one of their 4 card majors. All is well if responder supports this suit or bids another of opener’s 4 card suits.  However things are not so good if responder now bids opener’s singleton suit, particularly if it is at the 3 level.  All opener can do is bid NTs hoping that partner has a few scattered points.

The above outline is presuming the opponents haven’t entered the bidding.  Where they do may be of more help than a hindrance.  Interference bidding opens up the possibility of using negative and responsive doubles which allow showing other suits while keeping the bidding at a low level.  I will cover doubles in my next tip.

Happy bridging.  May all your finesses be successful.



.

NEWSLETTER NO 4 MAY 2014


Congratulations to Lois Anderson and Julia England on winning the recent Intermediate Tournament. Thanks to all those who made it such a successful and enjoyable day, especially Isabel and Tina.


There have been complaints about some sessions being too long due to the number of boards being played or slow play that is allowed to continue too long. This is a reminder to Directors that each session should keep within the following times.


Morning sessions 		 10.30 am - 2 pm


Afternoon sessions		1 pm – 4 pm


Evening sessions 		7.30 pm – 10 30 pm


The committee requests that these times be adhered to. 


Suggestion Book


Two  requests


that more financial information be included in the Minutes. It was agreed that most members do not require this but it will be made available to individual members on request.


that Tuesday afternoon sessions should not go over time.


Directors have been requested to keep to recommended time.


Lessons have now been completed, thank you Jocelyn, and the learners will be coming to the club. Please be kind and welcoming to them. Remember how scary this can be and make it as pleasant an experience as you can.


Post mortems after hands at the bridge table.


These are not acceptable. The only thing that needs to be done when the score has been agreed upon is for everyone to be able to see the percentage. This can be done either by handing the bridgemate round or putting it in the middle of the table where everyone can see it. The club has gone to inordinate lengths to make information available after the session has finished, either in the form of a printout or on line. Directors should check how many printouts are needed at the end of the session.


Committee meetings are now being held on the first Monday of each month instead of the third to be more financially friendly. The exception to this is that the next meeting will be on June 9th to avoid Queen’s Birthday. Any club member is free to attend but may not speak or vote.


See page 2 for a lovely bridge story donated by Michael Stace


Good bridging everyone 


Jennette Newport























Jennette Newport










































































